
 
 
Agenda Item: 01 
 
Staff Person Handling: Sandra Straehl 
 
Date: September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  2006 – 2008 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
 

 
Background 
The State is required to submit a Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP) to FHWA and FTA to expend federal funds on the various phases of projects.  
The STIP must contain all projects that are to be programmed during federal fiscal 
year 2006 and funded with Title 23 or Federal Transit Administration funds.  In 
addition to MDT’s Federal Aid Highway program, Title 23 includes the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs-Indian Reservation Roads program, the Forest Highways program, 
Park Roads and Parkways program, the Public Lands Highway – Discretionary 
Projects program, and any other types of Federal-aid discretionary funding.  The 
Federal Transit Authority includes all section 5307, 5309, 5310, and 5311 programs 
that are administered by the Rail, Transit and Planning Division.  The STIP also 
contains all the Aeronautics and Rail funded projects, in addition to the State-Funded 
Pavement Preservation Program.  The development of this transportation program, 
as reflected in the STIP, is consistent with the goals and objectives of MDT’s 20-year 
plan, TranPlan21 and the Performance Programming Process (P3). 
 
Prior to submitting the STIP to the Commission for approval, the State is required to 
conduct a formal public involvement process.  This 45-day comment period began 
on July 21, 2005 and ran through the end of August. The project list was also posted 
on MDT’s web page on July 25, 2005 and is available for public viewing.  The public 
involvement process was carried out in accordance with all the pertinent Federal laws.  
The laws included 23 USC Section 8(q) of the Federal Transit Act, Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title VI assurance executed under 23 USC 324 & 29 
USC 79, Section 1003(b) of TEA21, the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 
1990, 49 CFR 20 – restriction on influencing Federal activities, and section 174 and 
176(c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act Amendment. 
 
The 2006-2008 draft final STIP will be handed out at the Commission meeting and 
will address all comments received.  This document contains sections entitled 
“Proposed Highway Projects” (tabs labeled “Proposed Projects”) under each of the 
five financial districts as well as the statewide programs.  These sections contain all 
nominated projects that will enter the preliminary engineering phase of project 



development upon commission approval.  This project list is attached to the agenda 
item along with staff recommendations.   
 
Upon commission approval, the 2006-2008 STIP will be submitted to the FHWA 
and the FTA for their approval of the procedures followed in its development, so 
that projects can be programmed using FFY 2006 funds after October 1, 2005. 
 
Note: The projects on the attached sheets are those projects being recommended for 
Commission approval of preliminary engineering. 
 
Summary:  As required by federal law the STIP is being presented for commission 
approval. 
 
Staff Recommendations:  Staff recommends the commission approve the 2006-
2008 STIP and those projects for preliminary engineering programming during fiscal 
year 2006 without further commission action.   
 
Notes/Discussion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commission Action   



Agenda item: 02 
 
Staff person handling: Sandra Straehl 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  St. Mary Off-System Bridge Construction 
 

 
Background 
As a result of the enactment of SAFETEA-LU, Montana has been allocated 
approximately $8.0 million in Federal-Aid Highway funds for road and bridge 
infrastructure related to the “St. Mary Water project.”  These funds will be 
administered as normal highway funds according to the provisions of Title 23 USC 
and MDT’s project development processes.   
 

The initial projects include the construction of a new bridge and approaches over the 
St. Mary River in Glacier County that is needed to provide for safe travel of heavy 
vehicles.  The replacement of the existing St. Mary River Siphon Bridge is currently 
Glacier County’s highest priority in the off-system bridge program.  It previously had 
not been fundable. 
 

The current bridge is located on local route L18224 approximately 7 miles northeast 
of Babb Montana.  The total cost estimate for this project is $2.975 million including 
$2.0 million for the construction of the bridge and approach roads, $200,000 for 
preliminary engineering, $500,000 for right-of-way, $25,000 for incidental 
construction, and $200,000 for construction engineering. 
 

Non-federal matching share for this project will be roughly 13% and provided from a 
source other than State Special Revenue Funds.  Match may be available from either 
the Treasure State Endowment Program or from funds appropriated to Glacier 
County by the Legislature for the project.  An agreement is underway with the 
Department of Natural Resources relative to non-federal match, and the project will 
be programmed for preliminary engineering after the transfer of funs is complete.  
 

Summary 
This project will initiate preliminary engineering to replace the St. Mary Siphon 
Bridge in Glacier County.  The funding source is earmarked funds from SAFETEA-
LU, which will be matched from a source other than the State Special Revenue Fund. 
 

Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends commission approval the addition of this project to the program. 
 

Notes/discussion 
 
 

Commission action 



Agenda item: 03 
 
Staff person handling: Sandra Straehl 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Bank stabilization and protection of US Highway 89 
 

 
Background 
As a result of the enactment of SAFETEA-LU, Montana has been allocated 
approximately $8.0 million in Federal-Aid Highway funds for road and bridge 
infrastructure related to the “St. Mary Water Project.”  These funds will be 
administered as normal highway funds according to the provisions of Title 23 USC 
and MDT’s project development processes.  
 

The initial projects include infrastructure protection of a portion of US 89 including 
bank stabilization in the vicinity of Swift Current Creek and Boulder Creek and 
sediment control of St. Mary Lake.  Work will include:  environmental review and 
preliminary engineering.  A separate project will be programmed in the future based 
on the results of the alternatives analysis contained in the environmental review. 
 

The estimated cost for the preliminary engineering through the environmental review 
is $250,000.  Of this amount $217,000 will come from the St. Mary Federal-Aid 
Highway earmark, and $32,500 will come from sources other than the State Special 
Revenue Account.  Match may be available from either the Treasure State 
Endowment Program or from funds appropriated to Glacier County by the 
Legislature for the project.  An agreement is underway with the Department of 
Natural Resources relative to non-Federal match, and the project will be programmed 
for preliminary engineering after the transfer of funds is complete.    
 

Summary 
This project will initiate preliminary engineering through environmental review for 
bank stabilization of US 89 in the vicinity of Boulder and Swift Current Creeks and 
sediment control of St. Mary Lake.  The funding source is earmarked funds from 
SAFETEA-LU, which will be matched from a source other than the State Special 
Revenue Fund.  A separate project will be programmed in the future based on the 
results of the environmental review. 
 

Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends commission approve the addition of this project to the program. 
 

Notes/discussion 
 
 
Commission action 



Agenda Item: 04 
 
Staff Person Handling: - Sandra Straehl 
 
Date: - September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Enhancement Project on MDT Right-of-way: Twin Bridges 
Bike/Pedestrian Path 
 

 
Background  
The Commission approves Community Transportation Enhancement Program 
(CTEP) projects that are located on or adjacent to state designated streets and roads.  
The following CTEP project is funded with the enhancement set-aside of the Surface 
Transportation Program that is allocated by population to Montana local and tribal 
governments.  The communities select projects for funding with their allocations and 
provide required non-federal match.  The program is based on an agreement between 
MDT and Montana local and tribal governments.  The Commission must approve 
CTEP projects that utilize MDT right-of-way.  The project proposed for 
programming is as follows: 
 
Bike/Pedestrian Path – Twin Bridges – This enhancement project will design and 
construct approximately 3800 lineal feet of shared use path.  The path will 
accommodate both pedestrian and bicycle traffic.  The path will start at the 
Beaverhead Bridge as you enter Jessen Park, traveling west along the Beaverhead 
River to the end of the park.  It then crosses Montana 41 (P-49) and continues west 
along the south side of MT 41 turning south at the west entrance into the Madison 
County Fairgrounds.  
 
As of this date Madison County will have obligated $384,097 of the $428,962 made 
available through the CTEP program. 
 
Summary 
All work will be in accordance with current design standards and ADA requirements. 
 
Staff Recommendations 
Staff recommends the Commission approve the addition of this project to the 
program. 
 
Notes/Discussion 
 
 
 
Commission Action 



Agenda item:  05 
 

Staff person handling:  Sandra Straehl 
 

Date/location: September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT   
 

Item:   Proposed Helena area Urban Highway System addition and functional 
classification revisions  
   
 
 

Background 
Federal and State laws require the alignment of functional classification and Federal 
and State highway system designations as a condition for the expenditure of Federal 
highway funds.  The Transportation Commission approves changes in functional 
classifications at the State level with final approval by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA).  System designation changes involving Montana’s Primary, 
Secondary, and Urban Highway Systems are entirely the responsibility of the 
Commission. 
 

The scope of work for the I-15 South Helena Interchange project includes 
construction of approximately 1.9 miles of frontage road along the west side of I-15 
in Lewis and Clark and Jefferson Counties.   This construction will provide an 
improved travel corridor between Montana City and Helena by replacing the existing 
gravel roads with a paved roadway.   In anticipation of this upcoming improvement 
the Helena Transportation Coordinating Committee (TCC), at its June 23 meeting, 
voted to ask the Commission and FHWA to revise the functional classification of 
Colonial Drive, from Winne Avenue to the urban limits, from a local road to an 
urban collector.  TCC also voted to ask the Commission to add Colonial Drive 
between Broadway Avenue and the urban limits to the Urban Highway System (see 
attached map).  MDT staff concurs with these requested changes and, based on a 
functional classification review of the entire corridor, also recommends the following 
revisions in Lewis and Clark and Jefferson Counties: 
 

• Revise the functional classification of Colonial Drive/Capitol Drive, from the 
Helena urban limits to Old Highway 282, from a local road to a rural major 
collector. 

• Revise the functional classification on Old Highway 282, from Capitol Drive 
to Jackson Creek Road, from a rural minor collector to a rural major collector. 

 

Justification for this request is based on the following: 
 

According to FHWA’s “Highway Functional Classification – Concepts, Criteria, and 
Procedures”, urban collectors provide both land access service and traffic circulation 
to and from residential and business areas and distribute trips from arterials to their 
ultimate destinations.  Rural major collectors provide service to major traffic 
generating areas, link these areas to nearby towns and cities or with routes of higher 
classification, and serve the more important intra-county travel corridors. 



 

The southeast Helena area is a large regional traffic generator due to the continued 
expansion of St. Peters Hospital and associated medical facilities. A children’s 
hospital and retirement center are located along Colonial Drive; large residential sub-
divisions are planned and being constructed along Colonial and Capitol Drive and 
Montana City is a rapidly growing bedroom community of Helena. 
 

Colonial Drive, from Broadway to the urban limits, would be a logical addition to the 
Helena Urban Highway System.  It would provide continuity between the new 
interchange and Colonial Drive to the north of Broadway, which is already on the 
Urban Highway System. 
 

Colonial Drive, from Winne Avenue to the urban boundary, will provide service to 
traffic to and from the medical center area, via Winne Avenue and Broadway, from 
the south interchange and the residential areas between the interchange and Montana 
City.  As an urban collector, it would provide system continuity to the northern 
portion of Colonial Drive, which is an urban collector and urban minor arterial.  With 
the new interchange in place and future development in the area, Colonial Drive will 
collect and distribute traffic between the local and arterial systems. 
 

The corridor from Colonial Drive to Montana City acts in conjunction with Colonial 
Drive to provide service to the traffic generating area in southeast Helena from 
Montana City and the residential areas along the corridor.  It is also links southeast 
Helena and Montana City and forms an important intra-county corridor.  As a rural 
major collector, it would provide system continuity to Old Highway 282, a major 
collector.  As with Colonial Drive, the road is expected to function at a higher level 
providing a combination of travel mobility and land access. 
 

Summary 
In preparation for the upcoming South Helena Interchange construction, the Helena 
TCC, Lewis and Clark County, and Jefferson County have requested Commission 
approval of the following functional classification and Urban Highway System 
changes along the frontage road corridor extending from Colonial Drive in Helena 
south to Jackson Creek Road in Jefferson County: 
 

• Revise the functional classification of Colonial Drive from Winne Avenue to 
the urban limits from a local road to an urban collector. 

• Revise the functional classification of Capitol Drive from the urban limits to 
Old Highway 282 from a local road to a rural major collector, including the 
crossroad connection to the new interchange ramps. 

• Revise the functional classification of Old Highway 282 from Capitol Drive to 
Jackson Creek Road from a rural minor collector to a rural major collector. 

• Add Colonial Drive between Broadway Avenue and the urban limits to the 
Urban Highway System. 

 

 
 



Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends Commission approval of the requested changes. 
 
 

These actions are contingent on FHWA approval of the functional classification 
revisions. 
 

Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
 
 

Commission action 
 
 

 



Agenda item:  06  
 
Staff person handling:  Loran Frazier 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Speed limit studies 
  

 
 
Background 
Staff has performed traffic and engineering studies for the following: 
a. Secondary 225 – Bootlegger Trail 
b. MT 200 – Plains West 
c. Secondary 503 – Foys Lake after study 
d. US 93 – Elmo  
e. MT 200 – Trout Creek 

 
Please see the attachments for more details. 
 
Summary 
The local governments of Cascade, Sanders and Flathead counties concur with the 
recommendations put forth by MDT regarding the special speed zones for 
Bootlegger Trail, Plains West and Foys Lake. 
 
The Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribal officials and Sanders County disagree 
with MDT findings regarding the studies for Elmo or Trout Creek. 
 
Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends the commission approve the special speed zones as proposed. 
 
Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
 
Commission action 
 
 



Agenda item:  07  
 
Staff person handling:  Loran Frazier 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Letting lists 

 
 
Background 
Staff will distribute the most current lists of upcoming projects slated for 
advertisement and bid letting. 
 
Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends approval of the letting lists. 
 
Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
Commission action 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda item:  08 
 
Staff person handling:  Loran Frazier 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Certificates of completion 
  

 
Background 
Attached is the certificate of completion for June 2005 
 
Staff recommendations 
Staff recommends approval 
 
Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
Commission action 
 
 



Agenda item: 09 
 
Staff person handling: Loran Frazier 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Liquidated damages – STPS-PLH 323-1(15)51 - Albion N & S 
 

 
Background 
Westway Construction Inc of Airway Heights, WA overran the contract time by 1 
day. We wrote the contractor numerous letters beginning on June 1, 2004 of the 
overrun of contract time. The Department reviewed the contract time assessment 
and found no reason to waive the liquidated damages assessment. Westway 
Construction, Inc. has requested to be heard by the Commission at this meeting. Our 
recommendation is noted below. 
 
Summary 
Award Date:  Nov 20, 2002  Proceed Date:  Dec 30, 2002 
Work Began:  Feb 18, 2003  Work Completed: June 7, 2004 
Contract Time: 150 working days Work Extensions: 16  working days 
Time Used:  167 working days Overrun:  1 days 
Contract Amount: $3,835,198.00 
 
Staff recommendations 
We recommend assessing one day at $1,818.00 per day for a total of $1,818.00 
 
Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
Commission action 
 
 



Agenda item:  10 
 
Staff person handling:  Loran Frazier  
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in St. Mary, MT 
 
Item:  Change Orders 
 

 
Background 
Attached are change orders for June and July 2005. 
 
Summary 
Month  Total 
June 2005 $ 387,879.01 
July 2005 $-3,979,533.26 
 $-3,591,654.25 
 
 
Staff recommendation 
Staff recommends approval. 
 
Notes/discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
Commission action 
 
 
 



Agenda item:  11 
 
Staff person handling:  Jim Lynch 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Commission discussion 
  

 
Discussion items 
 
 
• Upcoming meetings/workshops of interest 
 
 
 
 



Agenda item:  12  
 
Staff person handling: as needed 
 
Date/location:  September 8, 2005 in East Glacier, MT 
 
Item:  Public Comment 

 
 
 
 


